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Remarks upn the London Gazette, relating to tbe Strei 
in Flanders. 


| HE Penner of this Intel} gence has 

for ſome gime written with ſuch 

F an unuſual raage of Fancy, as if 
his -Vefign was rather to Entertain and 
Amuſe, than inform his Reader. To do 
him Juſtice, he ſeems to be nut only a Mas. 
ſter of Style, bur of the Matter ke treats 
about ; for he makes no difficulty to con- 
ceal, diſplace and perplex Things at Dif- 
cretion. So that au ordinary Ovſerver 
muſt be oftentimes at a loſs to know how 
the World goes. His peculiar Taleat 1s 
ta teſſen a Diſadvantage, and make it in. 
vifible, It may be he appears with this 
Sanguine Air, becauſe he is unwilling to 
Put us to pain with unacceptable Truths, 
Bat how much ſfoever he may ve commen- 
ded for his Temper, it would in all likeiy- 
hood be better for us if we were plaialy 
dealt with, Toskia over a wound before 
it has been ſufficiently probed and laid 
open, is the way to mor:tine the Part, 
and often Kills inſtead of Curing. When 
a Man's Fortune is ſinking, he ſhould be 
made ſenſible of his Condition ; that if he 
diſpairs of ftopping the Leak, he may 
quit the Bottom. The Engliſh and Con- 
tederates have lately received two Blows 
at S:aand in Flzrd:rs i; which *tis fear'd 
will t:ke ſome time to Recover. Theſe 
the Gazeettezr runs over ſo lightly, and 
deſcribes with ſach a handſome negle&, 
as if the Loſs, if any. was inconfiderable. 

That he does not deal clearly with us in 
this Caſe, I ſhail endeavour to ſhew, by 
bringing the forementioned Acciiients. un- 
cerca ſhurt Review, Ani he e it may not 
te improper ro acquaint the Reader th.t 
T intend to keep wichin ths Verge of the 
Confczderacy, and to bring no evidence 
again} the Gq-rreer, but what is either 
dra:ivn from himſelf, or from ſome other 
Authority which he is equaliy obliged to 
acknowledge, And if I mention any Fren:b 
Proof, it ſhail be when it agrees with his 
Own. 

'T ſhall] begin with the Loſs of the 
Sereigkrs- Fleet ; and here I ſhall), 

iIf?, Vecy briefly ſhew the Gazrreer's 
Account of this Accident fo b2 perplexed 
and-clfagreeing with it [clt, 


2/7, That 'tis imperfedt, and far ſhort 
of Matter of Fat. 
t. His Account is dark and inconfiftent. 
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His Buſineſs here is tolet us know the Fore , 


rune of the Engliſh, Now had he bzen 
diſpoſed to inform us of what had paſſed, 
he would ( after the Lift of thoſe which 
eicaped with the Admiral ) have imme- 
diately mentioned the others which gain- 
ed the Ports of Spain, and diſtinguiſhed 
the Engliſh from the ceft. This Account 
had been caſtle aad inteBigible, But his 
deſign it ſeems was not to be underficod. 
"0 this purpoſe he gives you the numbec 
ci thoie with Admiral Rooke, Then tells you 
how many were milling and at laft ſets 
down thoſe which were got into Cadiz ard 
Sr, Lucar, and intermixeth them with 
Dutch, Danes, Cc. and with part of his 
latter Lift, And by this confuſed Rela- 
tion, he has conveyed himſclf out of fight. 
But upon Inquiry I believe it will appear, 
he has loſt himſelf as well as his Reader. 

Let us compare his Lifts from Gazerra 
Fuly 17th. | 

His ti:ft Lift contains thoſe Engliſh Mer- 
chants Ships which were with Admiral 
Rook, The number of theſe is ſixteen, be- 
ginning with the George, and ending with 
the Fidelity. His ſecond Lift confifts of 
thoſe Ergliſh Merchant-Men which were 
milling ; this begins with the $h.dots and 
endz with the ary Flower, and in all 
makes twenty four Ships. 

His third Account is of thoſe Ships 
which eſcaped into Cadiz and S:, Luca, 
which though it dozs not reach the number 
of «hat was mithag ; yer it bcirgs in nine 
Engliſh, ſeven in Cadiz and tio in St. Lu- 
car, which were unmentioned in his former 
Liſts. Their names are, 

The Fohanez and Ann?, the Succeſs com» 
manded by 1ſazcStonztbam.and therefore dif- 
rent from the Succeſs in the milling Lift, 
whoſe Mifter was David Biſhop, 

The S:r4ab and Eli7z. the Sarah, Mare 
maduke R2ylon; the Szrab commarded by 
Lawſon ; the Fobn commanded by Ware; 
the Teruan Merchant 5; Captain Cooper his 
Ship not named ; the Mal:zga Fattzr, Cap. 
XNertlznd; and therefore diflerent from 
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that Ship of the ſame Name in kis f=cond 
Lift, which 'was commanded by Kjcb. Love. 
Now where a Man pretends to be particu- 
lar in naming the Ships which vere ſafe, 
aud thoſe which are miſſing. One would 
think the Joyning theſe two numbers 
ſhould comprehend the whole Fleet : But 
b:\ides that he is far ſhort in the ſumm 
Total, as will appear by and by. There 
15 an unuſual Accident happened to the 
Computation ; for he has brought in nine 
Merchant-men, ſcyen to Cadiz and two to 
St, Tucar, which were unmentioned in the 
former Lifts. So that by his account we 
have nine Sail which were neither ſafe nor 
miſſing, neither in the Enemies Hands nor 
in their own, .which I coafeſs is ſomething 
extraordinary, : 

[am now in the 

Secoad Place to prove his Account far 
ſhort of matter of Fatt. 

We muſt go back to his former Lifts. 
The number with Admiral Rook? is fixe+ 
teen, the Lift of thoſe miſſing is twenty 
four ; fo that it ſeems the whole Fleet of 
Engliſh Merchant: Men bound (as himſeif 
tells us Gaz. Fuly 17.) to Smirna, Scar- 
deroon, Meſſina, Galipoli, Alicant, Cadiz, 
Sr. Lucar, Yenice, Tunis, Maliga and I-- 
Lorze, conſifted but of Forty Sail. But this 
isa great miſtake; for 'tis granted by all 
the Merchants of lo2don (and by many of 
them too much felt) that the Engliſp when 
they fell in with the French at Lagos Bay, 
were about Eighty Sail Merchant-Mer. 

This number the Gazetteer ventures to 
abrigde into Forty, to conceal the Loſs of 


The ret, And here we may obſerve that. 


the- Fleet: bound to Smirns conſiſted of 
eight Dutch and eleven Englifh ; the Dutch 
were all taken and: deſtroyed at Lryos ; 
and two of the Engliſh wece then deilroy- 
ed, and four ſince at Gibriltzy, making a- 
bove two thirds of the value of the eleven. 
The Suffex woi th above 5000 /, was like- 
vite barntat Lagos, The Gazetteer owns 


The Misfortune at G7braltar ( ard that at- 


721121) but as for the reſt he knows not of 
one Enzliſt-man taken except the Friend- 


ip. a imall Veſſel of about 7oTuns. (Gaze. 


a 


Fulz 17.) This Relation he afterwards re-. 
peats with more aſſurance. Of che Engliſh: 


( ſays he) there is nat on? Ship taken, et-. 


wer Man of War or Merchant-man, except 


a. fmull fg). caved rye. Fiiendihip. .( Gate 
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Ang, 3.) Now by this Account one would 
imzgin all was well, but if we obſerve hm; 
a little cloſer, we tha!) find he is not ſo 
hardy as to affirm that none of the Zng- 
liſh were burnt or ſunk at Lagos Bay, This 
he durft not ſay.. Now if they are deitroy- 
ed this way, they are as Much loſt as if- 
they were taken, though not with the 
ſame Advantage to the Enemy : But the 
Gez:tteer hoped to conceal the matter by. 
ſaying they werenot taken. And lince the 
Confederacy is deeply concerned in this. 
Misfortune, I ſhall juft mention the whole 
fcom the Durch Prints, The Kecnetl Aug, 
6h, informs us that the French took two. 
Dutch Men of War, one of 66, the other 
of 63 Gunz, and burnt a rich Pinnace and : 
an Engliſh Man of War of 56 Guns. Be» 
ſides theſe the French took 235 Merchants 
Men, and burnt 45, whica in all wake 74, 
All this was done at the Bay of- Lagos, . 
The ſame Intelligence (R-cuei} Aug. 13.) 
continues the Narration of this Misfor- 
tune, and (ays,. That the Sicur Coctlogon 
burnt 4 Engliſh Smirna Ships and 1 Dutch 
Maa at Gibraltar, and took 7; that Count 
4 Eftree took 4 and burnt fome ; ſo that 
here are 16 more loft, which added to the 
foumer number of 74 makes go, beſides 
thoſe burnt by Count. d' Eftrec. And if 
the Ships deftroyed at Malaga are not in- 
cluded; the Misfortune riſes till higher, 
- Having ſhewn what an untoward Ac. . 
count the Gazztteer has. given of the 
Streizhts Fleet, I ſhall now proceed to the 
late great Battel in Flanders, Here if we 
enquire of the Gazeire Fuly 27, we ſhall 
find that the Eremy was beaten back in al 
their Attempts ;- And the advantage on the. 
Ccafederate Side, rill four in the Afternoon... 

This accouat is centradifted by a Paper 
Publiſh'd by Authority, and called, a Ae--. 
lation of the Bats!z at Landen, 

For here-we are tou!d,. that though the 
Enemy had been beaten at the Left; 
* They had nevertheleſs ke; t a part of the 


© Village of Wind:n, and made thernſzlves 


© Maftets of the Hedges on the Ritlng= 
* Ground, which laid the Flank of our Re- 
©trenchment open to thein, &©r. Now, 
this is a flat contratiction to the Gaz-rre, 
For if the French kept part of the Vitiage 
of -Winden, and continued Poſt: {f:d of a 
conſiderable Poft, through which they © 
breks jnto ths Contederate _" 

lis 
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orced them toquit their Camp, as this Re. 
Iztien affirms; then *cis plain they were 
rt Beaten back in a!] their Attempts as 
the Gazezre pretends, So that we have 
two Relations, both Publiſhed by O:der 
cf the Court, directly claſhing in cheic 
Narrative : Nos he that can («allow con- 
t:adiftions, and believe an Eviderce who 
ccnvitts himfelf, may be a good Natured 
Man, but I'm ſure can be no Wiſ one, 
Farther, Gazette Ag. 3d. Tei's us that 
when the Left-wing vent off which ſtood 
aſter the Right was Routed ; This Left, 
ſays the Gazetre, Retrreated rowards Lewe, 
without being Attacked by the French ; who 
had already ſuffered ſo much that they were 
w1il/irg 10 part with us. This tory is not 
only Incredible in it ſelf, bur plainly con- 
traditted by the Relation of the Barrl-, 8c, 
which was Printed but a day or two bofore 
this G-2-rre, and about a Week afcer the 
firft News of the Battle ; ſo that there 
was time enough for a fu!} information ? 
This Print makes no ſcruple to ſay, that 
© when the Left-ving were Ocder'd to re- 
© tire to Lewe, The Enemy, whoſe Horſe 
< weredrawn upin two Lines upon theR i- 
© fing-Ground, adventur'd to Attack them 
© in their Retreat. Now what is to be done 
in this caſe ; Here are two Wzzre- #411] Pas 
pers both of them Potitive and Perempto- 
Ty in their Stories, and yet fall foul upon 
each other. The Relation, &c. Frankly 
owns that the Confederates were Attacked 
in their Retreat: The Gazetteer (I ſup- 
poſ-) finding this Relation grated alittle 
upon the Peoples Stomachs ; tel's us very 
roundiy, that the Fr: ncþ were wiiling to 
part with the Confederates, and let them 
retire without diſturbarce. Thus to pleaſe 
the People, the Gazetteer ventures upon 
a very deſperate Expedicut. For by con- 
tradicting a Paper which ſtands upon the 
ſame Authority with his own, he ſinks the 
Credit of the Court,and brings a ſuſpicion 
upon what he Writes himſelf, Wel}! 
When two Witneſſes diſcgree in their E- 
vidence, we are ſure ore of them muit be 
inthe wrong ; 2nd that the Gazetteer is 
out, will plainly appear, it we corfider 
that when the ſame Patty gives a diffe- 
rcnt Account of any Diſadvantage, we 
may be aſſured that Relation which makes 
the Misfortune greateſt has moſt of Truth 
init, For as a Man who trades upon Re. 


firms. 


putation, will not Magnific his Leffes be- 
yond Reality for fear of being blown up. 
Soa State Fattion Which is ſu;1kin its pre- 
per Stiength, and lives only upon Art, 
will be ſure not to make things worſe then 
they are. So that if at any time thcir Me- 
moties happen to fail them, or they pre- 
ſume upon the eafin*l5 of the Reader, cr 
the greatneſs of a Mi:fcrtune makes then 
drop a Secret, and diſorders them into 
cont: adiaions; we are then to believe thac 
Part of the Account which is l-aft favour- 


able to the Reporters, for no Man inhs- 
Wits will tell an untruth to his d:fadvan- 


tage. To apply this Remark, we may 
conclude the Gazetteer a Milrepreſen- 
ter ; and that the Confederates were per- 
ſued, as the & 04tion of the Bartle, &Cc. at- 
And that the &elztcr gives us the 
Truth, thcugh not the u hole Truth, wit 
appear farther, if we obſecve, 

2. The condition of both Armies, when 
the-Confederates were aid to be perſued. 
How things went, I fhall deſcribe from 
the Zonlon Gazente and Relation of, Gr. 
zyore mentioned, which may be both 
drawn up by the ſame hand for ought T 
know. ?*Tis certain they both come [rom 
White- a7, and paſs the Nation for ]n- 
teVigence of equal Authority, The Ga- 
zerre tells us in theſe Words: © That the 
* Fren:h broke iato us (z. e. cur Camp) at 
©the Head of our Retrenchment, which 
<ourMen were no longer able to maintain; 
© That the Enemies Numbers prevailed,--- 
* That upon this occaſion we were forced 
* to remove and change the Form of our 
© Lines of Horſe, who were thereby put 
* into difo:der. The Engliſh Horſe and 
© Guards were ſent for from the Le't, but 
© before they came up, the Enemy had 
*pourcd in lo many Squadrons, - that they 
© had neither Time nor Ground to pic 
* themſelves into regular Lines. At lergth 
* when it was found impoſhble to remedy 
* this diforder, and the Enemy advancing 


*with freſh Ferces 3 The Foot of our Left, 


© as alſo. the Dragoon, Te. were ordered 
©to Retire towards Zewet The reft of the 
© Army Retreated towards Tirl:mont. 
Thus far the Gazerte, the Rel:1ion, &c, 
gives much the ſame Account, only ſome- 
what plainer. Particularly, It tells us, 
that the Freucs Cavalry forcedtie Hanover, 
EranUenbur,1h ard Spaniſh Treops r9 Petire ; 

AA that 


that is they Beat them. That to remedy 
bis Diſorder, part of the Left-wing was Or- 
dered ro Advance, but befoye they could Form 
themſelves, the Datch Horſe Retired, an4 
the Right-wing were forced to paſs the Rzver, 
andthe Engliſh were quite Encompaſſed, And 
theu it follows, -7has tbe Lefr-wing were 
Order'd to Retire ro Lewe, and that the Gene- 
ral bimſelf paſſed the Eridge as Neer-Heſpen 
with great difficulty. 

And when Matters were come to this 
Paſs, when the French had Fought up to 
the Mouth of the Confederate Cannon, 
forced their Retrenchments, and broke in- 
£o a Fortified Camp: When they were Su- 
prior in Number, Order and Succeſs, 
and had Surmounted all the ditficulties of 
the Enterprize 3% When the Hanover, Bran- 
denbourgh, Spaniſb and Dutch Troops were 
Beaten ; when the laft reſerve of Engliſh 
had neither Time nor Ground to draw up 
in, but were encompaſſed by the Enemy : 
In fine, when all the Nations were Broken 
and Routed, the Right-wing forced to fly 
through a River, and the Left Ocdered 
to ſhitc for themfelves : When affairs were 
in this Poſture, does any Perſon of com- 
mon ſenſe imagine the French would not 
puſh the Advantage and perſuc the Con- 
federates» Were they too Generous to 
ſet upon an Enemy, who was in no condi- 
tion to Refift ? Had they no inclination 
to Revenge the leſs of their Friends ? 
Were they afraid of making the Viftory 
too Abſolute ? And of over- loading them- 
ljelves with Glory and Spoil? Few Men 
one would think, would impoſe ſuch tnF 
as this upon the Belief of the Nation, * Tis 
true the Gzzetre was hard ſet, for all the 
Pablick Accounts having own'd that the 
French force} the Camp at four in the At- 
terno2n, and that the Confederates were 
Broken and RuineJ from that time, The 
Gazetter waz aware, that tliosing a Con» 
querizg Army four cours of day to Tram- 
ple and Slaughter in ; muſt nee.]s give the 
Peop!e a horrid notion of the Defeat, And 
therefore to prevent the ImpreiBans of 
Tru-h. h2 denies what had been Publicly 
own'd Hyefore, contradidts the Paper Pub- 
{hel by Authority, ant chit with ſacn 
v retched increditl2 Rea'ons, as cant be 
put upon Meu without the g:cateR affront 
co their underflandings. 

I ſhall go on with the Gazztre £9 con 


Wo. has, 
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pute the Loſs of the Battle, which may be 
'Teduced to two Heads, the Men and ths 
Baggage and Cannon, 

I. With reſpe@ to the Men. 

The firft Gazerre of Fuly 27th. ſays, 'cis 
certain, They bave 198i double the Number of 
Men we bave.The Gazette of Aug. 3d.is till 
more hardy, and tells us that 'ris certain, 
That our Loſs is nos nos ſo great as that at 
Steenkerk; and that the French according rg 
their own Account had loſt more than doubls 
th: Number, One would think by this Re. 
lation the French had Printed an Account 
of their Loſs; but upon Enquiry we ſhall 
find no ſuch Matter : For this very Gazerte 
has the ill luck to tells us in the Paris Ar. 
ticle of Aug. 2d, that the Zi? of rhe Kil- 
led and Wounded u not yet made Public. 

- What does the Gazetteer mean then by 
their own Account ? Why, he will inform 
you in another part of his Works. 

The Gazerr, Fuly 3ift. is clear in the 
Point. For there a nameleſs Captain who 
came Expreſs about his own buſineſs, who 
neither ſaw the Fight himſelf, nor pre« 
tends to be informed by any who did. 
There this Gent. affirms that the R-1atioy 
this was Primed at Litle (in Flanders) the" 
Sunday after the Fight , owns they bave 
ll 16000 Men, 

Very well ! Pm afraid this Relation wil 
miſcarry for want ofa little Gzozraphy:For 
the Battle being fought upon the 29th, of 
Fuly, N. S. the Sunday after falls upon the 
20, of Aug, At which very day the Londen 
Gazetteer has the Misfortune to tell us, 
that Then there was n9 Lift of the Kid or 
Wounded, Publ:ſhed at Paris. 

And can we imagin there ſhould be a 
Lift Printed at Lie when there was none 
at Paris, Durſt any £u+j:& in F1:nders 
Pabliſh an Accouat of fo great a Battle, 
without Authority and Inftruttions fron 
th= Court of Fran.c? Docs any Govern» 
ment, muci le(> the French allow ſo wild 
a Libzrty as this? And as for the French 
King's leave, it could not he ſent at the 
time the Capt. pretends, Foc the Londos 
Gaz-:tt: Aug. 3 Is lays, that Mi. D' Artigngn 
Arrived at Parts upo! the 31.at night NS. 
with th: News of the Battle, By this AC» 
couat the Journey from the Camp-to Pa- 
ris, which we may imagine, was made 
wich ſeed, coft the Expreſs 2 Nights and. . 
2 Days, te, f,om Wedneſdiy. at Night till 
Friday 


Fryday at Night, for that was the-31. Now 
if the Court had been at Pars, and a dil: 
patch immediately ſent to the Governor 
of Lille to Publiſh the News ; there would 
remain but 1 Day and 2 Summers Nights 
to perform the Journey and Print the Nar- 
rative; for from Friday at Night to Sund:y 
is no longer, which makes the ftory impol- 
ſible. 5 far the London Gazette, but 
by that of Paris, Aug, $. We are affured 
that Mr. D' Artzgnin did not Arrive at 
the French Court, which was then at AT.rlt 
till Aug. 1. which if there is any degrees 
in impoflibilities, makes the Relation Rill 
more incomprehenſible. Beſides, to what 
purpoſe was this Romantic hafte ? To 
none that I know of, except to oblige the 
Lills Men with a favour which it ſeems the 
Pariſizans were not vouchſated, and to fur- 
niſh out the Gazetteers Capt, for his Voy- 
age to Englmd, To proceed, the Gz-1re 
Fuly 31, ſays, W: are aſſured that our Loſs 
does not ex:ced g or 10900 Men, including 
the Priſozers ard Wourded, The Relaicn of 
the Battle, $c.which came out a day or two 
afrer ſecm3 to have none of tie Gapertes 
Aﬀarance, but teils us, That our Forces be- 
ing not yer all of 1h:m comes 10g<ther,we can't 
give a certain Accruve what Loſs we bave bad, 
The Gaz-tte A4ug.3. ſays the ſame thing, 
a1ding withal, this Remarka3le Paſſage ; 
That "iis certain cur Loſs is not [o great 4s 
r64t ar Steenkerk ; which according to the 
laſt Years G:221e25,9id not amount to 3000 
Men, Gazette Aug. 4. 1692. This is ftil] 
more Myftical, therefore we muft try if 
we cin inform our ſetves other ways. Now, 
in ordec to the ſatisfying this Queſtion. 
We ruſt, 

1. Know how ſtrong the Confederates 
were he*ore the Battle : How far they are, 
or exp=tt to be Reinforced, and to what 
Mumver the Army will amount after the 
Reinforcement, The 3, things wi-l give 
us a t: us tate uf the Loſs, Now the (74- 
z2rte 447, 2. confeſſes, the Army wien 
they fought, to be about 43009 3 which 
Expr:ſhoa ovght rather to be interpreted 
above the Letter thea otherwiſe; it beirg 
the intereſt of the Gazetteer after a [5e- 
feat, to diminiſh the Confederate Forces, 
However we will be fo fair asto taxe him 
at bis acknowledgel Number of 45959529, 

Tte 2:!, thing to be erqui;ed, is the 
Numier of the Recruit*, which we may 
lar; frem the Giperre of Faly 27. in cis 
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words, Our Army will be ſpeedily Reinforced 
with 25 Battalions, and 40 Squadrons, 

are with the Dukz of Wittenbergh ; be, 
which there are 30 Battalions at Leige. The 
Gazettecr muft mean that the Battalions 
at Lrige were to make part of the Rein» 
forcem=nt,otherwife to whichpurpoſe were 
they mentioned? !f this were not his mean- 
ing, he: might as well have faid, © befiles, 
*heReinforcements, which we expe from 
© the D. of Witterbergh; there are 3y Dutch 
© Patcalions in New Batt2viz in the Eft. 
© Indies ; which though true, would be hor. 
* ridly impe:tinent, We may obſerve far- 
ther, that theſe Forces the G:7erre menti- 
ons at LZezze, were not long lince Detached 
thicher ; ,Ten Battalions being ſent but % 
days befo e the Fight. (R-1ztion of the Bar- 
tl:, &c.)* Tis no wonder th-refore, if they 
ſhould b2 drawn back after ſo great an Ac- 
cident. And if this point were not ſuffici. 
ently proved, Mr. Dyckvelr's Letter to the 
States General would put it beyond Dil- 
pute. This G:ne. who had a Public Cha. 
rated in the Dutch Army, gives his Ma- 
ſters a ſhort Account of the Action in a Let- 
ter of Fuly 30, which is inſerted in the Slip 
of 4/2 4. At the end of the Letter we 
have theſe words, Our A-my will be very 
Arum:rous in a ſhort time; for beſides 25 B4- 
talions and 40 Squadrons, with which the DD. 
of Wittenberg Forcef the Lincs, there are. 
marcover 30 Battalions at Leige. 

Taking therefore theſe Zeige Battali- 
ons into the Reinforcement,az we Evident= 
ly muft; let us fee what it will a:muunt to, 
There are 25 and 30 Battalions, which 
make 55. Now reckoning 5£0 to a Bat- 
talion which is no extraordinary computg- 
tion, and the Number wiit be 29500 Men. 
Add to theſe the 40 Squad:iorns of Horle at . 
15911 a :quidcen, an tne Caval: y makes, 
6:03 which aJded to the former mounts. 
the Rei: forcemernt to 33500. If you 
pleaſe we will cut off 6500 of this Num» 
ber, and State the Recruits but at 27000, 
and then the Reckoning will be made upon 
a i»w Foot, Havirg done this, let us ſee 
how Numercus the Confederates will be 
ater tie Reinforcement, For ſatizfaftion 
in this Enquiry, 1 ſnall as formerly apply 
to the London Gizette, That of Aug. 22 


Atirmsth t the Confederates afcer the D. 
of Wiiterberg, Ro, bas Joyned them, wilE 
Let us. 

Ccait 


havc an Army of 5xcco Men, 


caft up the whole, The Confederates were 
45000 before the Fight : They have, and 
6xpett a Reinforcement of 270co,- which 
2dded to the other, makes 72000, Aﬀter 
which Reinforc: ment, tLey pretend no 
higher thengccooMen. Now if we ſubſtratt 
- 50 out of 72 there remains 22,which Num- 
ber contains the Loſs of the Contederates. 
So that even by the Gazetteers Recxoning 
the Battle has coſt the Confederates 25000 
Men. This Account agreez with ſcveral 
Letters of good Intelligence from Flin- 
ders, and with the Paris Gazette which 
mentions the Killed ard Wounded to 
amount to above .206cs. Tv this the 
Recuil a Du ch Print. Aug. 13. adds 1500 
-Priſoners, of w hich 200 are Officers of note. 
I mention the Paris Gazerre, becaule it 
concurs with our Gazetteer, Bclides, this 
Gzazecte is a Paper of Reputation,& is more 
. relied on, even in the Confederacy it ſelf 
than that of London. To give one inftance, 
We may remember the laſt Summer, that 
the Pars Gazette gave us as fairan AC- 
count of their Loſs at Sea, as we received 
- at Home from Admiral &uſePs Journal ; as 
may be ſeen by comparing the two Papers. 
'Now thoſe who give a juftRelation of their 
-Misfortunes, can't in reaſon be ſuſpected of 
Art when theyReport any remat kable Suc- 
ceſs, In ſuch caſ:s there is ſcarce any temp- 
tation to ſtrain Truth, for the naked repre- 
ſentation of Fatt is a ſufficient Advantage. 
Indeed great Kings ſcorn to Embaſe their 
Public Intelligence with ſuch uncreditable 
Alloy. For in foft Ianguage, to deceive 
and miſ repreſens, to Maim and Murther 
Truth, are mean and inglorious Prattices. 
I wonder any thing that pretends to bea 
Government, can ſtoop ſo low, But we 
gain'd ſo much by Romancing in 88, that 
I'm afraid we ſhall never leave it. Then 
the Frezch League and the {mpoſtor- Prince, 
& the handful of 1riſh,who after they were 
routed and disbanded,were to Maſſacre the 
whelz Nation, Engiifhand Dutch Armies, 
and all; Theſe ard a great many other 
Bull-b-ggers worked beyond expeRation 
:n that Annu WMiribilis, But if they think 
to keep the People under the ſame Vaſſ2- 
lage of belicf, an1 always re:dy to [wailow 
the ſame abſurdities, I hove they may be 
miſtaken, To retu:n to our Gazetteer, 


ſome of whoſe ſcatter:d Sentences beirg 
facked together, we {ce make it evident, 
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that the Confederates have Loſt above 
20000 Men, However,the Gazetteer gives 
vs tounderftand, that 'cis certain our Loſs 
u r0t jo great as that at Steenkerk. Did we 
then in earneſt looſe 2000D Men at Steen- 
kerk, and could we nut find in our Hearts 
to own above 3000? This is a diſcovery 
would never have come out,had it aot been 
upon this occatiov, In ſhort, either cuc 


'Lofs was. greater at Steerkerk then in the 


late Battle, or it was not ; If it was, then 
we may perceive what an exatt Hiſtory we 
had of that Aion the laſt Year, if ic was 
not,then this Summets Gazetre endeavours 
to impoſe very unfairly upon the Nation, 
Now tho'tis pretty plain, the Lendon Gz2- 
z ttes did not give us much abore a third 
part of th: Sreenkerk. Misforture, yet it was 
11 reality far ſhort of the preſent Accident, 
For Idelire to know of theGazztteer, whe- 
ther more then one third of the Army was 
Engaged at Sreenkerk ? Did the Confede- 
rates then looſe their Cannon and great 
pat t of their Baggage ? Was the Generals 
Plate taken at Sieenterk, and his Tent left 
the D. of Luxembnrg to write his Letters 
in? Did the whole Army go off Routed 
and broken into little Bodies at S:een- 
kerk; or did Mr. H#arceurt come in 
and Defeat ſeveral Thouſanis in their 
Retreat? But after al}, '7is certain th: 
French tave Loft d:uble rhe Number we have. 
Gazetre, Aug. 27. Pray how is this certain ? 
Did we remain upon the Field to count 
the Slain? No, we were forced to retire. 
Hare we Muſtered ſince the Battie ? We 
dou'c pretend to this neither. 1 iuppoſe 
becauſe Our Forces are not all of them come 
r-gether, (R:[ition of the Battle, &c.) Have. 
we received an Account from the French? 
T hat cannot be; for this Gazetteer(Aug. 3.) 
tells you, They have Publiſhed none: And 
the Pars Gazente ſays the ſame. How then, 
are We certain, No doubt by Inftintt, as 
veare certain of every Thing elſe. For 1 
perceive the Gazetteer does not pretend 
to come by his knowledge the ſame «way 
with other Mortals. Moft People I bclieve 
would be fo far from thinking the Gazet- 
teers Relation Certain ; that they would 
ſarce imagin it poflible, - Indeed] how 
ſhould it ? +or the French were granted to 
be almott two to one, This gives thzm the 
Advantage of Fighting freſh Men, againft 
thoſe wo were fatigued, Fariter, they 
| : fo:ced 
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ſorced the Camp, and had 3g or 4 almoſt 
uarelifting hours to Slaughter in, And to 
compleat the Misfortune.of the Contede- 


' rates, ſeveral Thouſands of them were'ſet 


upon, and Perſued intoa River, by a ſreſh 
Enemy. ( Recuell Aug. 13.) I ſhall now 
in the 

Second place examin the Gazetteers Re- 
lation concerning the Cannon and Bag- 
gage, &c, and here the firft Gaze Ful.27. 
lays nothing of the matter,which is a plain 
confeſhon that all was loft ( and thus we 
muſt conftrue the Gazc1re in like caſes, .) 
The Gazetteer was apprehenſive of this In» 
ference, and therefore in his next of Fuly 
31. he brings in his Captain who ſecures 
all. into a Triflz, And fince he has put 
this Captain upon the Nation for an In- 
telligencer, he muſt be anſwe1able for him, 
Now this Gent. aſſures us, That we have 
loft none of our grett Cannon, but only 7 or 
8 Field Fizces,.. T confeſs this locks ſo like 
a Jeſt to all Men whocan diftinguiſh be- 
tween a Cannon and a Piftol; that I was 
ſometime before I could believe the Ga- 
zetteer would put it upon us. I could not 
at firft imagin he would give his Paſs to 
ſuch a ridiculous Story to travel the Na- 
tion : I was wiiling for the Credit of the 
Gazette to ſuppoſe anError in the Preſs; 
and that inſtead of we have loſt none of our 
great Cannon, &c. it ſhould have been ſaid, 
we have ſaved none of out great Cannon, but 
7 or 8 Field-Pizcess That this was the 
true Reading. T thought I had reaſon to 
conclude, both from parcicular Relations 
of this Circumſtance, and from the general 
Ifue of the Battle, 
the Gaz=tteers cuſtom, I believe the Print 
may be much more corrett then the Story. 
Let us eExamin which way the Cannon 
could he aved ; to bring the point. to a 
ſhoct iſſue. If the Artillery was ſaved, it 
muſt be fert offeither before, in, or after 
the Fight, That it was not ſent away he- 
fore the Fight is unqueſtionable ; for 
wculd the Confederates part with their 
Canron, when the French were in fight ; 
v hen they expeted an immediate Attack, 
and deſign'd to keep within their Intrench- 
ments? Weuld they unforti'y their Camp, 
and lay them{clves open ta the Enemy ? 
We may as-well ſuppoſe they would ſenc] 
away their Pikes and Muſquets as their 
Canron vpon ſuch an occalion,. Farther, 


( | 


However conlidering. 


) 

to ſuppoſe the Artillery ſent away during 
the Fight is as unaccountable as the former 
Scheme, For can we ſuppoſe they would 
part with their principal Defence at the 
time they were uling it? We may as 
well imagin they detatch'd La!f their Men, 
and choſe to Fight with the Remainder. 
From hence it appears, that unleſs the 


Cannon was ſaved in the Retreat,we muſt: 


give it for loft, Now TI appeal to any one 
of common Sence-whether this was not im- 
poſhble, when the defeat was ſo entire, 
and the flight made with ſuch hafte and 
precipitation ? Could the Horſe lodge the 


Artillery in their Holſters, or did the- 


Foot run away with it under their Armes, 


as St. Dennss is ſaid to carry off his Head ? - 


I defire not to be miſunderftood, I am far 
from being pleaſed with the Misfortune of 
any Party ; I lament the loſ; of the Engliſh, 
and heartily wiſh we might have Peace and 


Fuſtice, without the Expence of an ounce-. 


of Blood ; but ſuch a Reporter as the Gas 


zetteer cannot be too much expos'd., To: 


be ſhort the Loſs was ſo viſible that the 
Dutch deſpairing to hide it, have frankly 


owned a great part of it in their R cucil of - 


Aug, 10, where we are told, That after the 
Camp was forced, the French took 60 Picces 
of Cannon, and cut off-8-0x-10 Engliſh Bat- 
talions woo were poſted to Guard it, 
their next Recucil Aug. 13. owns the 1yr:- 
ſing of ſome Mortars. 


Ant - 


*Tis now time to - 


look after the Baggage if there is any... 


The Gaxerre Aug. 31. aflures us ir was all 
ſaved, being ſent away the day before the 
Figbt, 


with ; they left Proviſion ard their Tents 
teo, unleſs they intended ne. yer to eat or- 
lodge there more. Now#s to put their 
Men, after they were fatigued v ith fight-: 
ing and embarraſfeq witt th2 Wounded, 


upon a March of ſeveral Miles for Lodgirg : 


Under-favour, not all ſent away, . 
for no doubt they left Ammunicion to fight - 


and Refreſhment, is a ftrain of Diſcipline. 


ſomewhat extraordinary. I think. the Ga-- 


z2tteer is too free with the Confedzrates, . 
for as he repreſents the matter, they - 


ſeemed to deſpzir at the approach of the 


Enemy, and reſolved tefore hand to quit.” 


their. Camp. But to ſay this is Injuſtice to 
the Confederates, who behaved them(:lves 
with Bravery and Reſelution, and were 
fir from meking ſuch an igncble Proviſion. 
as the Gazettcer's Account o_ 
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This Relation, together with that of 
Count Tilly's taking the Frerch Baggage, 
Bo Pieces of Cannon, Gc. was fo ſure: la- 
tively Extravagant, that I thonght ic had 
been calculated only for the Meridian of 
Englin1; and that the Gazetteer would 
never have ſent it bzyond Sea in his French 
Trar.ſl:cion ; but upon Enquiry 1 find he 
has courage in ail Languages. I ſuppoſe he 
might preſent the Allies with this Natra- 
tive by way of Triumph, to ikgw to what 
cegree we may be prattiſed upon, and how 
far he is Maſter of our Underſtandings. 

"But if we are thus far 0:it of our Wits, 
he does urkindly to expoſe us in Foreign 
Countries,eſpeciaily conlidering from what 
Quarter the Diftemper began, Upon this 


occaſion it may not be improper to obſerve 


one ſurpriſing Paſſage from the Relation of 
tbe Lantel, fc. This Relator does not ſtick 
toaffirm, That we bave loſt ſome Standards 
and taken as many. Taken as many ! That 
conſidering the Event of the Day ſeems 
very ſtrange; pray let us hear the HoZand 
Prints in this Matzer. for the Durch are 
tuth well planted for Information, and 
without doubt inclined todo Right to their 
AVlies and themſelves ; we have no reaſon 


therefore to ſuſpe@ their Teftimony to 
their own Diſadvantage. Now they (Ke- 
encil. Aug, 12+.) are {0 candid as to ac- 
knowledge that the Confederates had ta- 
ken but 7 Standards and Colours, and Ioft 


above Yo. The whole is thus, In the be- 
ginning ofthe Day, the Confederates are 
{aid to have taken about 26 Standards, 5c, 
(which tho far ſhort of the number poſſe: 
ſed by the En*my) yet even theſz were all 
regined to the 7 abovenamed, And at- 
cer they were loft, to what purpoſe ſhould 
they be mentioned ? This was ſo mean an 
Equirocation that the /9/!and Print was 
aſhamed rouſe it. However it is the only 
ſhelter to which the E:gj:ſv Relater can 
pretend ; and thns we have raken as many 
S$:tanlards as we lofi! That the Dutch ſhould 
have ſo much more Modefty then we have ! 
Into what dectenfions of Honour and 
Conſcience are we failen! Thus I have 
thewn w hat an Excellent Account of Fatt 
we are likely to receive from the LonJon= 
Intelligencers ; I have ſhewh in what ma- 
terial Poiats the Relz:i:n, £9, and the Ga» 
zetteerclaſh with each other, how the lat- 
ter contradifts himſelf and theConfede- 
rate Prints abroad, tow he turns Deicats 
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into a kind of Vidtory, charges through 
1mpolſibilities, and even exceeds the (Lis 
erties of a Romance. Theſe are blefſed 


Memoirs to trauſccive into Hifto y : Truth © _ Rs 


muft be handed to ÞoPerity in a noble 
Light at this rate, and the Chronicle ob. 
lig:d for ever, And it he treats us in this * 
mainer juft at home, what Diſoveries 
may we not expe<a from more diftant Pla- 
ces? What admirable returns of News 
muft we make from the Faft and Wet Jr. 
dies, from Moſco and Conflantinople ? And 
can any. Englifh Man (ee his Country thus 
uied withoutReſentmert? Is ic not enough” 
co have our Ships burnt and taken to a ' 
prodigious value, to looſe our Trade by 
Sea and our Armies by Land, without be. - 
ing Banter'd into the Bargain ? To bear us 
down that all theſe Accidents are inſigni- 
ficant, is like curting a Mans Throat, ani 
then ſcaring to him he ails nothing ? To 
imagin ſuch wretched Stories as theſe will 
paſs Mufter ; is to treat the Nation with ' 
the utmoſt Scorn and Contempt, and in 
effe& to proclaim them Fools in Print, * 
One would think the Gazetteer might 
have moved within a more moderate com- 
paſs; Had he on:y flouriſh'd an Advan- 
tage and Jeſſen'd a Misfortune: Had he 
called running away, Retirizg, and broken, 
the lols by the Softneſs and Diftance of his 
Style,this had not been ſo ſurprifing ; ſuch 
ftroaks of Breeding and Rhetoric are ex- 
peRed from him. Tarther, Had he publiſh'd” 
the gaining a Peany, and concealed the loſs 
of a Pound : Had his Expreſſion been per. 
plex'd upon occation, and his Meaning my- 
ſtical and two havded, This freedom 
might have been in ſome mcaſure cha:g'd 
upoa the preſent Service, and placed off 
by the privilege of ai Heathen Oracle. 
But to make us b=lieve we haveno Se-nces ; 
toruna Tilt at notorious Fatt, an1 at- 
tempt the extinguiſhing the Sun, is too. 
mach in all Conſcience, | 
1 thought this Geat. had finiſhed the 
Battle by bis intermitting Gaz-rre of Aug. 
7. But I perceive] am miftaken, for 4»g.' 
109. heinvokes his Muſe a freſh, and runs 
a great length of Poetry. 1 hope the Key 
I have given to interp. et hi. flights, will 
make him better undei ftoud, azd more ad-' 
mired for the future. | 
As for the other little News-Papers, 
they afe b:low Notice, I ſha!l therefore 
diſmiſs the Argument, Aug. 1693, 
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